The Epidemiology of Prematurity Dwayne M Reed & Fiona J Stanley (ed) pp 370 £12 Bristol: John Wright 1977 Low birth weight is the major cause of perinatal mortality and is probably associated with much morbidity. With the extra effort now being made to help such small babies survive, it is important to look into the background of the subject. This volume is a well edited account of a symposium at the National Institute of Child Health, with individual chapters from the main contributors and discussions of their papers edited at the end of each section. It sets out the major known factors associated with low birth weight and examines some of the interrelations of the variables. All the usually considered factors are examined and reviewed in detail. Maternal age, parity and social class, education and previous nutrition are assessed. Weight gain in pregnancy, antenatal care and the effects of smoking and nuitrition in pregnancy are all considered. Many of the contributors one would expect to find are there. Bakketeig describes the Norwegian data on longitudinal survey studies of the population. This may well lead many workers who perform cross-sectional surveys to wonder whether they have been pursuing the right methods. Susser and Stein examine the effects of prenatal nutrition including the results of their interventional study where it was shown that food supplementation in pregnancy did not of necessity help those who had deprivation previously. Eva Alberman analysed the sociobiological factors related to low birth weight in Great Britain giving a very full analysis of the data from the 1958 and 1970 National Birth Studies in this country and examining the effect of smoking on the two surveys. The doyen of perinatal epidemiology, Sir Dougald Baird, contributes the first chapter and for this alone the book would be recommended. However, there is much else that commends this book to all who are working in the perinatal field from either the obstetric or paediatric point of view. It is a model of how symposia proceedings should"'be produced for it is well edited, clearly produced and inexpensive.
GEOFFREY CHAMBERLAIN
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The Hyperlipoprotelnaemias There is a 50-page illustrated section on primary genetic disorders.
It is unfortunate, in such an otherwise excellent book, that there are so many weaknesses in paediatric matters. The section on aetiology, especially in prenatal factors, is inadequate. The section on diagnosis, strangely tucked away in a
